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rather indicate that the speaker is conveying a gift ?
Surely they can mean nothing short of this. But whence,
I ask, his right to do so ? Has he any right, except as
having received the power from those who consecrated
him to be a bishop ? He could not give what he had
never received. It is plain then that he but transmits;
and that the Christian Ministry is a succession. And if
we trace back the power of ordination from hand to
hand, of course we shall come to the Apostles at last.
We know we do, as a plain historical fact ; and there-
fore all we, who have been ordained clergy, in the very
form of our ordination acknowledged the doctrine of the
APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION.

And for the same reason, we must necessarily consider
none to be really ordained who have not thus been
ordained. For if ordination is a divine ordinance, it
must be necessary; and if it is not a divine ordinance,
how dare we use it ? Therefore all who use it, all of
m, must consider it necessary. As well might we
pretend the Sacraments are not necessary to salvation,
while we make use of the offices in the Liturgy; for
when God appoints means of grace, they are the means.

I do not see how any one can escape from this plain
view of the subject, except (as I have already hinted) by
declaring that the words do not mean all that they say.
But only reflect what a most unseemly time for random
words is that in which ministers are set apart for their
office. Do we not adopt a Liturgy in order to hinder
inconsiderate idle language, and shall we, in the most
sacred of all services, write down, subscribe, and use
again and again forms of speech which have not been
weighed, and cannot be taken strictly ?